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Mr. Wilson's Letter.

Editor Intelligence:
The Washington Pot is, all things

considered the most creditable paper
to America now published on the
Eastern coast. But like all the other
papers in the East, there Is nobody

connected with It who knows the
science of money. Lately It has had

tt editorials on "our short dollars, "'

D.

i

e

I j

i

r,

s,

mcauiuK tiie smer miliars. 111 ir--

lssue of August 1, 1904, it published
the following from me and answered
editorially as follows:

Editor Post: Your editorial refer,
ences to "short dollars" comes short
of completeness; tbey leave the reader
and would-b- e learner in the dark.
They express di-sa- action with a

condition, but propose no

remedy. Will the Put give Us read-

ers editorially a statement of what it

h.

believes the proper policy as to the
silver dollars? Will It also say what

it thiuks Is the proper policy as to the
still shorter silver halves, quarters
and dimes? Mint Dire tor Roberts
recommends that the volume of the
latter be decreased by a hundred
million dollars, face value. The Hill
bill, which has taken the place of the
bashful Fowler bill, proposes to turn
a hundred millions of your "short
dollars" into a somewhat greater
volume of shorter halves, quarters
and dimes.

It is a repub'lcan axiom that there
can be no fixed ratio maintained be-

tween silver and gold in coinage, but
a statute requires ongress to maintain

the parity of all forms of currency

and money in the treasury and coun-

try at the ratio of 15 98 to 1. It has
fixed another ratio for the Philippine
Islands, The Fowler bill, making
silver dollars redeemable gold, was

introduced, and Mr. Shaw said he
knew no other way of obeying the
statute ordering him to maintain the
parity of all forms of currency and
money. Now, the president In ac

ceptluR his nomination says ercry

dollar issued or in existence Is as good

as gold, which includes what you call

"short dollars
Do any of them "know wtiere they

are at?" Is there an editor, a states
man, or any federal official who knows

the principles of the money science?

.These principles are as necessary in

the settlerneit of the questions as the
multiplication table in the solution
of any mathematical problem.

Geougk Wilson

the post's answer.
"Is a newspaper bound to propose a

remedy for every evil of which It
A makes complaint? Must a newspaper,

order to be reasonably consistent,

ith?s point out the details of every reform
iasetf' Which it advocates? Must It tell ex- -

Derts employed at public cost to
accomplish this, that, or the other

object, and who fall to meet just ex

pectatlons, precisely where they have

erred and what they ought to do in

the premises? This would call for

the most exhaustive knowledge on the
part of a newspaper touching all

sciences and arts. If, for example, it
complains of a very high death rate,
due to the spread of contagious dls
feases, would It be requited to instruct
the medical officials In their field of

icientlfic labor? Or if It noted with
regret a decrease of Interest in re-

gion and the growing prevalence of

f ice, ought It to lecture the clergy on

ft bat and when and where to preach?

"A correspondent of The Post whose

'etter was printed on the 1st instant
tioteB that this journal has attacked

Vir short dollars and other features of

E. I" Jur hodgepodge of currency laws, and

H.

in

has not told the lawmakers what to
Ja in order to set things right. Our

Richard jorrespondent, therefore, requests
, i fhe Post to suggest a comprehensive

' Clan of reform. That invitation Is

iisea; Mv tespectfully but positively declined
. J We have many experts In finance in

f congress and in the depart
; EpV faent, not a few of whom are men of

sed- - Hc'V' ?reat experience In their specialty.

,

require',

i

,

present

"

t

;

;

treasury

.It Is their auty not rne fost sio
remedy the great, glaring, confessed,

and dangerous defects In our currency

laws. The Post will continue to

complain so long as the gold standard
is endangered by more than 8350,

000,000 of fiat, and so long as any one

official is clothed with so much dis-

cretionary power as is now In the
hands of the secretary of the treasury.

And until the republican party makes
good the false claim and vain boast'
anent the gold standard that it put
into its platform four years ago, The
Post will cry aloud and spare not.
And we are under no more obligation
to formulate a currency reform bill

than we should be to write prescrip-scription- 9

for the medical officials of

the district If they should let a con-

tagious disease get the better of them
for lack of nerve enough to adopt
I erolc remedies.

It will always be a humiliation to
The Post to see that Inscription "In
God We Trust" on an alleged dollar
that contains only fifty cents worth
of metal "

The power that solely by legisla-

ting against silver in trder to make
room for bank notes has reduced the
value of silver bullion, Is estopped
from pleading its own wrong for its
own advantage, as the editor of The
Post does In this last paragraph
The late Edward Abendroth acknowl
edged showing that town, are cousins. I

Its use for at marriage
coins an expensive absurdity a jted, just that,

the bank paper can Pettis county, where
not answer. We cannot continue
write promissory notes fractions
of dollar, one two
hundred million dollars, on a material
costing half that much. It must be
displaced the paper "fractiooil
currency" banks instead of

by the and redeemable
l.i gold when presented In sums of

$20. Their proposed system gold

and bank notes. This will be what the
have always denied that they aimed

at: the destruction of half the money.

It will make the of farm prod-

ucts to the producer of them half

what it would be under constitu-
tional coinage. bank
notes for tb.K destroyed not
only will not raise those prices as

money would, but will lower them
still more, for out of farm pro lucts
must come the interest on half a

bonds that will be Issued asa
basis for the bank rotes. And as an
excuse for such Issue we are to have a
war, if the fierce war-lor- d of the
white house be elected. way,

there a well-base- rep irt here that
he isjunder treatment for St. Vitus
ila'ice

In nls "Frenzied Finance" in the
August number of Mana

zine, Thomas Lawson tfe
says great

amalgamated copper rnbbsry
Standard Oil men that he exposes was

only possible through the National
City Bank. In 1833 Gouge foretold

that just such things be done
by the Issue banks as the reason of

their existence. I wrote fifteen
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Home Sweet Missouri

Died, alter a

his summer home in bweet
Mo, Tuesday 9th,

George Vest, aged nearly

yeas.
The sketch and

this great Missourian,
Judge John I.

long and friend, is

complete and that It is copied

entire:
Graham Vest was born in

Frankfort, Ky., December, 1830
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Going to Africa.
R. N. B. Farrell, a

tenant In British army, was here
oc to New
Indian Mr,

Farrell, is a Canadian by birth
a graduate of Trinity College,

Dublin, enlisted
and served through

Boer the the war

he returned home, but recently de

elded to trip
United States horseback. rode

Manitoba to St Louis, he
employed the attraction

Boer War.! rode

point, coming
Wednesday. Intention Is re-

turn to South' Africa, he has
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of worth In them. Ills memory was

marvelous. It was not a faculty

assiduously cultivated, at the expense

of Invention and originality. It was

a soil, prodigal of nature, which never

failed of rich fruitage. It required
no severe labor for him, on occasion,
to extract from this vast storehouse
whatever was needed for application
and use. It lay imbeded in no con-

fused mass, but io perfect order, at
his ready command, like the weapons
of the thoroughly equipped warrior.

I doubt if the age in which he lived

has presented a readier or more

effective debater at the bar, on the
hust ings or io the forum. In emer-

gency the fires of his genius seemed

to light up all the channels of his
mind and heart, so that he could lay
bis hand upon every weapon stored in
the armory of his memory for either
offense or defense. And he used them
as the master or tne rence, or as
I:socrates the vexing foil.

This quality of his mind wasstrlk- -

ngly manifested in the remarkable
series of articles recently contributed

him to the Philadelphia Evening
Post. Blind, beyond the capacity to
read, his emaciated body unable to
support him even In a chair, his

hyslcal forces gone, he lay In his
bed unaided by an amanuensis, or re--
ourse to memoranda, and thought out

bis subject. When his mind became
aglow with the matter, he asked for

stenographer, the son of an old,
cherished friend in his early life, and

a voice so feeble that the stenog
rapher had to sit close to the bed, he
dictated with exactness as to dates,
historical facts and apposite quota
tions. Vv ufcu this1 v. as done scarcely

wOTd or phrase needed correction or
revision.

It was thus in court and In the
senate In respect to his memory aod
accuracy. He made few note9 of the
testimony in the progress of the trial,
and seldom had recourse to memo
randa in parliamentary debate. The
construction and diction were so per
fect, his words so suited to the
thought, it was indeed seldom that
his part in a day's running debate iu
the senate needed revision. They
are models of good English.

He never studied an English gram
mar, only the Latin grammar at
school. Yet what public sneaker
violated less the rules of syntax,
etymology and rhetoric than he?

It Is a common mistake that in the
practice of law be was not an Indus
trlous student, relying more upon the
faculty ot assimilation or Intuition
than investigation and induction
While his quick perception availed
him more than any lawyer l ever
knew, he never failed, on important
questions and occasions, to make pre
paratlon and work out the law of the
case for himself. He knew where to
look for the authority, and he knew
when be had found It. Genius, in his
case, was not only the faculty oi
appreciation, but, In a
degree, of discrimination. Had be
not been possessed with the greater
passion for a political career, he
would have stood In the forefront of
American lawyers. He was the most
irresistible advocate before a jury
ever beard; while his power of close
analysis, clear logic and charming
eloquence made him equally formlda
ble before the bench.

His style was ornate, but without
floridlty. ne eschewed all extrava
ganza, hyperbole and empty, rounded
periods. He had no model as

speaker. Elegance of diction, aptness
of language, the breathing thought
and burning word were his forte.

In withe was the equal of Sheridan
in repartee as dangerous asCurran
and in pungent, biting invective he
bad few superiors. Like his character
his speech was direct. There was no
circumvention in his character, or
repetition or monotony in his speeches
Ue quit when he was done, and no
plaudits of his audience could tempt
him to so further. There was no
studied art or affectation or manner
ism. He was absolutely natural. And
there was, in the days of his prime
an indefinable charm in his voice
that mesmerize his listeners.

He was an Intense partisan. Doubt

less In his political career he exper
imented with doubtful expedients for
the sake of party success; but neither
crowns nor offices could tempt him to
a policy which his judgment and con

victions deeply impressed him was

false In conception and dangerous to
the country. On more than one

occasion during his senatorial career
he challenged and refused to follow

legislative Instructions because his
obligation to his oath of office, as he
Interpreted It. would not allow him
to obey it. And he made no mock

heroic display by proffering a surren
der of his commission. Of the same
aualitv of independent spirit was

almost the last utterance made by

him before his retirement from the
senate, In which he entered a solemn

protest against the unreasonable clam-

or of the day for popular election of

United States senators. He had

respect for the ancient landmarks

of security established by the fathers
of the republic. He took heed rather
to the enduring frame of the con-

stitution than the flighty pulse of an

intoxicated public sentiment.
The social side of Mr. Vest's char-

acter was most charming, nis friend-

ships knew no caste or party lines.
Among his most devoted friends and

ardent admirers were his political
opponents. All men who were close

enough to feel the magnetic Influence
of his genius and geniality paid bim
generous homage. He was at home
with the prince and the beggar, ne
was the hail fellow of any social

circle he entered, the champagne of

any intellectual feast where he was a

guest. lie was the most entertain.
Ing conversationalist to whom It was

my fortune so long to listen. What
pearls and gems of thought and senti-

ment daily dropped from his lips.
there was v:r.7jl, at times, In

his tongue, his heart was kindly and
tender to the bottom. Often, after,
under the excitement of debate or the
hurrah of the hustings, he had almost
unmercifully flayed some adversary I
have heard him express deep regret,
and he would embrace any opportunity
to Indicate it. Age softened the
asperities of his temper, and mellowed
his affections.

His domestic life was singularly

felicitous. No matter where or how

he wandered, or however tempest
tossed his bark In the voyage, his

heart ever turned unfalteringly to the
magnet of his wife'slove. Beautiful
Indeed, was their devotion and unity
for over half a century. To her he
was a knight without reproach, a hero
without a fault. To him she was the
peerless princess who lost nothing of

her charms and graces by the wear of

time. There is nothing In domestic
history, romance or fiction more
touching and blessed than the cease
less vigils and untiring ministrations
of his frail, loving wife, and the devo
tion of his daughter, as month after
month, day by day and night by night
they watched over his wasted body,

and fought off the grim monster

Among his constituents there were
none who were so constantly me
object of his solicitude and best
efforts as the farmers, ne loved their
simple habits and enjoyed their
unaffected friendships. It was his

wish, as it occurred, that in the cot

tage he planned and built at Sweet

Springs, in the richest agricultural

county In the state, where the lux

urient grass waved on the common In

sight of his window, and the thickly

set forest trees cast their grateful
shade over his roof, he should breathe
bis last.

The state he loved so much and
served so long and well will never see

his like agaiu.

Miss Worthington Entertains.
Miss Lillian Worthington enter-

tained Tuesday evening in honor of

her guest, Miss Bernice Cromwell, of

Kansas City, and Misses Zannie May

Estes, of Columbia, and May Won-setl- ar

and Ola Delaney, ofCowglll,
who have been the guests ot the
Misses Chlnn. About thirty young
ladies and gentlemen were present,
the time being pleasantly passed in

playing pit. No favors were awarded.
Light refreshments consisting of

cakes aud ices were served.

Mrs. J. J. Nesbitt and children, of
Lamed, Ka., arrived Tuesday night
for a visit with Mrs. Gustav Haerle.

Council Proceedings.

City council met in regular session
Monday night, all members being
present. Minutes of ttie preceding
regular and adjourned meetings were .

read aud approved. Reports from the
various oity officers for month of July
were read, received and ordered filed.

Councilman Mayer presented the
various claims for July, which were
allowed. The special paving bill of
Contractor Menefee for paving done
west of Eighth street and at Public
school was ordered paid by the city.

The bill of the Electric Light Com-

pany for month of July, $284.75, was

ordered to be paid in full.
The supply committee was in-

structed to buy six wire street brushes
for cleaning the streets, and the
calaboose keeper was instructed to .

have the paved streets swept by
prisoners.

The Seventeenth street sldewalK

ordinance was passed and approved.
This provides for sidewalks on both
sides of the street from the north
line of Franklin avenue north to city
limits. Sidewalks to be third class
and to consist of 8 inches of cinders
well tamped and 4 inches of rock
screenings. Property owners, how-

ever, have the right to put down first
or second class walks wherever they
see fit.

Mr. Will Campbell was notified to
put down a brlcic walk in front of his
residence on Main street.

It was moved and carried that the
mayor notify the fire company not to
drive the fire team out of a trot on
any of the principal streets, except in
case of fire.

Council adjourned to meet in ad- -

ourned session Tucsd.ii', August 23.

"Lexington Day" at the Fair.

Mayor Wlnkler,has recei ved a letter
from President Francis informing
him that one day of "Missouri week,"
namely, Filday, August 2(5, has been
designated "Lexington Day." Con.
tinulng the letter says:

"If this date will be convenient to
you a suitaoie nan win oe piacea at
your disposal wherein may be held
such ceremonies as you may decide
upon. Will you kindly lay the matter
before your officials and other repre-

sentative citizens for consideration
and advise me at your earliest con

venience of the action taken.
"Our plans contemplate special

arrangements with the railway lines
of Missouri for exceptionally low rates
during the entire week. Upon receipt
of your acceptance of the day assign
ed a representative of the World's

Fair management will call upon you
and assist you in every way possible
to make "Lexington Day" a great
success. Very Respectfully,

D. R. Francis,
President."

Office Discontinued.

G. W. Bailey, agent for the Santa
Fe Railway Company at this place,
has received orders to discontinue the
office at Lexington as soon as the
business can be closed up not later
than August 15. Mr. Bailey has
been an exceedingly actle and ac-

commodating representative of thia
road, but the office here has not been
profitable to the company. The clos-

ing of this office will mean that free
freight delivery will cease at once.
This was a favor which probably no

other town in Missouri enjoyed and
was estimated to be worth to our

merchants from $8,000 to 112,000 per
year. Doubtless the Fargo Express
office will go too.

Now Is the time to work for the
bridge.

Died at Napoleon.

Died Monday morning at her home
near Napoleon, Mrs. Susan Hoff, aged
8ti years. Mrs. Iloff was born la
Floyd county, Vs., and has been a
resident of Missouri for thirty years.
The body was taken to Sweet
Spring? for burial.

Mrs. Hoff Is the mother of Mr.
Samuel Iloff of Napoleon, who Is well
known here.

Mr. and Mrs. Gus Weber, Mrs. D.
M. Fraziei, Mrs. C. C. Barnard and
children, Miss Maggie Spears, Mr.
and Mrs. Sam Barnett, Clarence
Stewart, Misses Minnie and Lizzie
Luehrman and Miss Annie Duelling
left Tor St. Louis Thursday morning
to attend the fair.
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